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| WILLIAMSBURG — A “wipe out at the 


top”’ of the CLA:,was called for here Wed- 
nesday and the: agency director said he 
would “have “no: great problems” with 
leaving the job.:+s, Sg ete Gh te Mie Je 
William Colby; the CIA” director; re- 


sponded ‘to sharp criticism of New York . 
. Times reporter. Seymour’ Hersh as: they . 
both appeared: before-the Convention of © 
Associated Press Mana ing Editors: - -- ° 


_ Colby said he: believes removing the 
“total veil of secrecy” from intelligence 
Operations will help to restore public con- 
fidence -in the CIA. At the end of the 
hearings which are designed to do just 


that, Colby indicated. that ‘a new face’’ 


might be good for the agency. 


“That would be no great problem for : 


me,” he said. 


But Hersh wants even more. He said - - 
faith in.the agency will not be fully re- - 


Stored until Richard Helms, former CIA 
director, is recalled as Ambassador to 
fran and forced to face the informal 


charges of perjury which have: been made «- | 


against him. 
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‘Hersh is ‘the investigative reporter who 


wrote the: first story. about domestic ~~ 
Spying by the CIA. Bi : 


-Aithough he believes that Colby has 
been truthful with him (when he will talk 
to him) since he became director, he feels 
that because of his connection with the 


agency over a period of years he shonld be 


.. replaced ‘soon.; - ye 
* | Colby. said he issued directives in 1973 - 
. to stop all activities which exceeded the 


CIA charter. Those had included the 
domestic activities and assassination plots 
in foreign countries, - ne 


The CIA ‘is doing very little covert. 


activity now, according to Colby, but in- 
Stead is concentrating on gathering read- 
ily available information and analyzing it 


.. for other government departments. 


Another function is to estimate the 


- future, he said. With new technology it is 
easy to know how many missles Russia 


has, but the important task is to estimate 
how many they will have in the future. 


Colby recalled that in the past the CIA ~ 
has not even been looked at, but: since 


, 


Pa e HG et 


Vietnam and Watergate the public is ‘im- 
sisting the government: explain what il. is. 


‘doing. -°. 


He appealed to the managing editors to. 


' handle the CIA story in “a responsible, 


manner” so there will not be an investiga- 


’. tion in five years on why the: intelligence 


program was killed. - - 
The publicity centering around the CIA. 
is a “total new concept,’”* Colby said. 


. “There is not another intelligence agency 


head in the world whe would have to speak: 


. _to the Associated Press... Managing Edi-- 


tors.” in ene 

Hersh said the problem of the CIA is a! 
“question of basic integrity and honesty. : 
There’s a double standard at work whant 


'« Colby asks us to be responsible.” 


Singling out the W atergate story, Hersh! 
said there were four overt acts of the CIA : 
within two weeks of the initial break-in’ 


which did as much to Keep the lid on the 
Story as anything the White House did. i, 


It was more than a year before Colby} 
turned any of the information the CIA had. 
gathered over to: the prosecutors, he said.1 


